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A coalition of progressive and liberal organizations today is back in Albany to push for the millionaires tax at the state level, right as a new Siena College poll shows support for the measure. 
And the groups are attempting to dispell what they say is the “myth of the moving millionaires” — or the argument that rich people, and their power to create jobs, leave New York because of high taxes. 

The groups point to a 30 percent increase in high-income tax filers in New York City and a 10 percent jump in in the number of high-net-worth households in 2009, the same year the current surcharge on those making $250,000 or more took effect. 

Opponents of the tax argue the opposite and say the tax has hindered job development and business growth in New York. Objectively, the state’s population isn’t growing as fast as the rest of the country — the result of a variety of factors. New York is due to lose two congressional seats next year during the coming round of redistricting. 

That tax is due to expire at the end of the year after Gov. Andrew Cuomo successfully pushed a 2011-12 spending plan that closed a $10 billion budget gap without raising taxes. 

Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, D-Manhattan, has said he will again push for a millionaires tax during next year’s legislative session, putting him at odds with both Cuomo and Senate Republicans. 

Cuomo has steadfastly opposed a millionaires tax on the state level, but supports raising taxes on the wealthy at the federal level — now a major push by the Obama administration. 

Members of the coalition, which includes the Center for Working Families, United NY, and the Working Families Party, will be on Capital Tonight at 8 p.m. and on the replay at 11:30. 
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